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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION BID TO ANNUL MAY 16 ELECTIONS FALTERS 
REF: SD -2159 

1. ON JUN 6, THE CENTRAL ELECTORAL BOARD (JCE) DECLARED 

THAT THE SANTIAGO ACCORD S REQUEST THAT THE MAY 16 ELECTIONS BE 
ANNULLED (REFTEL) WAS INADMISSIBLE (IRRECIBIBLE). ITS DECISION 
WAS REPORTEDLY BASED ON THE CONTENTS OF CLAUSES 18 AND 157 OF 
ARTICLE 2 OF THE ELECTORAL LAW. THESE PROVISIONS REPORTEDLY 
PREVENT THE JCE FROM ACTING AS A TRIBUNAL OF THE FIRST INSTANCE. 

AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. 28 OUT OF 29 MUNICIPAL ELECTORAL BOARDS HAVE 
THUS FAR REFUSED THE SANTIAGO ACCORD'S ANNULMENT REQUESTS WITH 
ONLY THE MUNICIPAL ELECTORAL BOARD IN COTUI RULING IN FAVOR OF 
ANNULLING THE ELECTIONS IN THAT CITY. THERE ARE A TOTAL OF 78 
MUNICIPALITIES IN THE COUNTRY. 

2. ALSO ON JUNE 6, THE DOMINICAN SUPREME COURT FORMALLY RULED 
THAT IT WAS INCOMPETENT TO ACT ON THE SANTIAGO ACCORD PARTIES' 
MAY 28 LEGAL CHALLENGE (IMPUGNACION) TO THE VALIDITY OF THE 
MAY 16 ELECTIONS. AS A BASIS FOR ITS DECISION, THE COURT 

CITED ARTICLE 92 OF THE CONSTITUTION WHICH SPECIFICALLY GRANTS 
THE CENTRAL ELECTORAL BOARD MAXIMUM AUTHORITY ON ELECTORAL 
QUESTIONS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SANTO 02343 072139Z 

3. COMMENT. NEWS OF THE JCE'S AND SUPREME COURT’S ACTIONS 
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CAME AS NO SURPRISE TO MOST OBSERVERS WHO DISCERNED SCANT 
POSSIBILITY THAT THE MAY 16 ELECTIONS WOULD BE ANNULLED AS A 
RESULT OF THE SANTIAGO ACCORD S LEGAL CHALLENGE. THE ACCORD IS 
THUS RAPIDLY EXHAUSTING THE LEGAL MEANS WHICH THEORETICALLY 
WOULD ENABLE IT TO NULLIFY THE ELECTIONS. THE DECISIONS OF 
THE JCE AND THE SUPREME COURT BOTH COMING ON THE SAME DAY AND 
BOTH NEGATIVE TO THE ACCORD'S CASE CONSTITUTE A LEGAL SETBACK TO 
THE ACCORD S LEADERSHIP. NEVERTHELESS, IN AN ATTEMPT 
TO KEEP THEIR CAUSE BEFORE THEPUBLIC, THEY ARE APPARENTLY DETERMINED 
TO CONTINUE THE LEGAL BATTLE, HOWEVER HOPELESS IT MAY BE. 

HURWITCH 
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